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Teaching Suggestions: Geology Activities
The activities in this section can be used if you are visiting Yosemite National Park or not. The activities
center on a hike along the park's Mirror Lake Trail. You can do the activities by actually visiting the park
and hiking the trail, or by taking a virtual tour of the trail completing the activities on this web site — or
both! Students can take the virtual tour first, and then take a field trip to see the geologic features and
explore the area first-hand.

The activities section contains the following:

1. Know Your Rocks and Minerals
2. Monster Rock
3. Hole in the Wall
4. Mineral Hunt
5. Mineral Crystals
6. The Ranger Game
7. The Great Debate
8. Check Out the “V-U”
9. Glaciers
10. Rockslide!
11. The Legend of Tis-se'-yak

Geologic processes such as valley formation and glaciation have occurred in other areas throughout the
Sierra Nevada, but the Yosemite region is spectacular. A visit to the park — either real or virtual — allows
students to make a connection between Yosemite and their own personal experiences.

Each activity has a “Teaching Suggestions” link that provides ideas for conducting the activity either in a
classroom or in the park.

Choose those activities that best meet the needs of your students for the time you have allowed. Completing
all of the on-site activities (by visiting the park and doing the hike) will take about four hours.

The Activities section also contains interactive questions designed to quiz students on information they
learned in the Overview and Field Journal sections as they “hike” along the Mirror Lake Trail. Students
always have two chances to answer correctly (unless there are only two possible choices, such as True or
False). Students see immediate feedback about their responses. The first incorrect feedback always
provides a hint to help students make a second correct choice.

Please allow students enough time to fully complete the activities you have chosen. It is also important to
give students enough time to make their own observations and discoveries. This will enable them to
develop a sense of place with Yosemite and make their own personal connections with this beautiful place.

If you are visiting the park, the entire on-site program can be conducted on the Mirror Lake Trail in
Yosemite Valley (see the Mirror Lake Trail Map). Some activities may be done at any site. Others are best
completed at suggested sites listed with each individual activity.

See the References section for places outside Yosemite Valley to teach parts of your on-site program, and
for more suggestions for a successful geology experience in Yosemite.


